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PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS FUTURE OF THE JURIEN BAY HALL
We know the important role that the Jurien Bay Hall has played over the years for many current and former
residents of Jurien Bay – playing host to community events, dances, and youth group activities.
Because we understand this, we have committed to review the future of the hall, keeping the community
informed and talking to you at each stage before any decisions are made about its future.
A survey asking you what you think should be the future of the hall was completed by 129 people last year.  
Since then the Shire has reviewed the options that received a lot of support, and investigated the costs of
each option.

During the process, we have also received interest from the local Jurien Bay Veterans Inc. to redevelop the
site and we would like to gather community sentiment on this additional option as well. 
On Thursday 25 August, the hall will be opened to the public from 2pm until 5pm.  Following this, we invite
you to attend a final community meeting and workshop about the future of the Jurien Bay Hall, to be held
from 5.30pm at the Jurien Bay Education and Conference Centre.

Laura Grey, the heritage specialist assisting the Shire, will share with you the results of the survey, provide
her views on the heritage and historical value of the hall, and we will also share with you any further
information acquired about the proposal to redevelop the site.

Additional information about the proposed development will be available at the Shire website in the weeks
prior to the workshop - we will advise when this is available.
Whether you believe that the hall should stay, be redeveloped or whether it should be demolished, we
encourage you to attend to enable us to get a broad range of ideas about the next steps for Jurien Bay
Hall.

Please RSVP to council@dandaragan.wa.gov.au or call 9652 0800 if you would like to attend and all are
welcome.



Taking Care of your Mental
Health

Recently, in this space, I have
discussed the question of loneliness,
which is a great problem for many
people, and even with the
technological ties that bind us, we
seem to be becoming less socially
connected than ever before.  I realise
the pandemic has caused much of
this and still see many elderly people
wearing masks and distancing
themselves as they fear becoming ill. 
 We are trying to create more public
spaces that encourage social
connection in our Shire to help with
this. Our libraries are great meeting
places where you can sit and read or
meet others.  The amazing Jurien Bay
CRC certainly punch above their
weight in what they deliver to the
public and I noticed a Bingo Day
recently advertised for anyone who
wanted to go.  I used to go to Bingo
with my Grandma when I was a little
girl in Bournemouth, UK.  I loved
being made a fuss of by all the old
ladies and of course the afternoon
teas were the highlight for me!
The dreadful state we find our
complete state health system in must
be so frightening for those who are
not in good health.  I heard the other
day of a poor man in Joondalup,
admitted in a dreadful state, having
to wait 17 hours for a doctor.  This is
unacceptable and must be fixed
before the whole system collapses. 
 With this in mind, we are starting to
lobby, once again for a small, aged
care facility so that our communities
have a choice of staying in their
towns instead of having to move to
Perth.

Indian Ocean Drive Safety
Improvements

I am very pleased that Main Roads
are committed to completing some
much-needed work at the Indian
Ocean Drive and Cervantes turnoff.

Rates to rise with new Annual
budget adoption

On 28th July, Council adopted the
annual budget which is usually
followed shortly after with the raising
of rates for the year. While we’d all
rather receive a parcel in the mail
rather than the annual rate notice I’m
sure that we can all look around at the
quality of our roads, parks, paths,
community facilities or sporting
grounds and appreciate that the return
on each of our investments is well
justified. 

While balancing the budget is never
easy, this year was particularly
challenging, with a backdrop of rising
input costs and supply chain
constraints, a 6% increase was
necessary. We are fortunate that our
forward planning and infrastructure
renewal needs continue to attract
significant sums of external grant
funding. Along with continued rollout
of the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight
Network on Jurien East Road and
Watheroo Road, the Shire has also
received funding to continue major
improvements on Bibby Road, Cataby
Road, Dandaragan Road and Agaton
Road. These projects go a long way
towards improving safety and road
freight efficiency but they also support
local jobs and businesses. A number of
other road and facility improvements
are also planned this financial year and
you can read more about them in your
rates package or by viewing the budget
on the Shire’s website. 

Cr Leslee Holmes
Ph. 0408 419 468
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This is a dangerous intersection and
requires immediate attention.  We
are not happy that there is no plan
to reduce the speed limit and will
lobby for this to happen, however,
we shall wait and see how the new
alignment works, but nothing helps
more than SLOWING DOWN.

Fuel Prices Not Halting Travellers

The horrendous price of fuel does
not appear to have stopped people
travelling, and all of the places north
of us currently experiencing much
warmer weather are absolutely full
and will be until the summer comes.  
I know it sounds great for those
towns, but they are on their knees
with no break in sight – a bit of a
Catch 22 situation really but I know
they will persevere as they continue
to welcome visitors to their towns 
 who they rely on greatly for the
tourist dollar before the hot weather
hits. I do hope that this extra wet
weather, however, is not affecting
you all too much with your travel
plans and please ensure that we all
take extra care on the roads. 

Farewell Dianne

After 17 years of service with the
Shire of Dandaragan, Dianne Knight,
has sadly, recently resigned from the
position of Library Officer in
Cervantes. While we will still see
Dianne and partner, Robbie, around
town, she will be greatly missed from
the Cervantes library after so many
years of service. I would personally
like to thank Dianne for all her hard
work over the years and wish her
and Robbie all the best on their
retirement.

 A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Sporting and Recreation
Facilities Fund Grants

Last week we had Gabby
Maynard, Tronox’s representative
and Head of Community and
Stakeholder Relations, join us for
the Tronox Management and
Shire of Dandaragan Sporting and
Recreation Facilities Fund, Tronox
and Shire representatives, and
two representatives from each of
our towns, help make up the
grant Review Panel. These Panel
members make the important
decisions on who is successful in
receiving funding, and I have to
say it was all done with great
respect and understanding of
how difficult it is for small groups
to keep going with very little
money.  These amazing
volunteers work very hard for
their towns, and I hope they are
appreciated for their efforts
within their communities.

Welcome New Australians

Congratulations to Nia and
Christine Dela Peña Sims who are
now proud Australian citizens
after the Shire hosted their lovely
Citizenship ceremony last week
prior to Council’s July Ordinary
Meeting. This is a very rewarding
part of my job as Shire President
which I take very seriously and
enjoy immensely, and I am always
so very proud to welcome new
residents to our communities.
 

Family Matters

My family, bless them, are all in
the wars in the UK at the moment.
My dear mum fell over in the
garden taking her regular glass of
wine to the summerhouse where
she sits each day and does the
crossword.  She was suspected of
breaking her shoulder, but it was
found to be just her upper arm
that was hurt thank goodness.  It
was her birthday of all days, but
fortunate that there were people
around to take her to hospital. 
 She has made a fast recovery and
is now a bit more careful.  I
suggested a small wine fridge
permanently installed in the
summerhouse so that she is not
trying to balance the glass while
negotiating ancient pavers.  As if
that was not enough, one of my
sisters managed to slip on clay
while playing tennis and broke her
hip.  She is now recovering well
but has had to call on the help of
our other sister, who lives in
Mallorca, to come and look after
mum. There was a suggestion of
me travelling over to look after
mum but thank goodness my
younger sister managed to get
there.  I am not a fan of travelling
at the moment and really would
rather wait until next year to visit
when there is a bit more certainty
around travel and the world
situation.  

I am considered a high risk for
COVID and have been very
fortunate so far to have avoided
it. I have been told not to have a
fourth jab due to heart
complications, so air travel is not
recommended. I think mum has
dodged a bullet as I am not the
best nurse. Having said all of
that, I am going through all the
travel magazines I can find and
just dreaming. It is cheaper and
less risky.

Stay Positive

I wonder if any of you are feeling
the same way I am about the
dreadful news being drilled into
us every day.  I cannot
remember a time when it has
been worse.  Doom and gloom is
being served up to us on a daily
basis and it can be difficult to
rise above it and see the
wonderful things that we have
around us.  Australians are a
resilient mob, and we live in a
wonderful country and although
we will never return to 2019 pre-
COVID times again, maybe, when
we adjust, we will have a better,
more meaningful life and put a
higher value on the important
things.
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The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 25 August 2022 at the Council
Chambers, Jurien Bay commencing at 11.00am.  Members of the public are welcome and
encouranged to attend.

ADMINISTRATION / LIBRARY & VISITORS CENTRE OPENING HOURS

Current opening hours for the Shire of Dandaragan Administration Centre / Library & Visitors Centre
are Monday - Friday from 9am - 4pm. If you would like to meet with a staff member outside of these
opening hours, please call or email to make an appointment.  

SHIRE'S NEWEST AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS

Mrs Nia Peña Sims & Christine Dela Peña
Sims became Australian Citizens at a
Ceremony conducted by Cr Leslee Holmes
on 28 July 2022. 

They were joined by Councillors, family,
friends and staff. They are pictured here
with Cr Leslee Holmes. 

SPRAY THE GREY – YOUTH FESTIVAL 
The Spray the Grey Youth Festival will be held on the
28 September 2022 at Jurien Bay Foreshore from
11am-4pm. It will be a fun filled day with free
entertainment and amusements. 
 
Stay tuned for further information in next months
Shire Matters. 
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SAFE ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE
More and more people are requiring isolation and quarantine as a result of COVID-19.  

The Department of Heath has provided advice about how to isolate and quarantine effectively on the
HealthyWA website, including how to protect others, care for others, and what to do when living with
those at greater risk of serious illness. The advice is also available as a printable factsheet. Refer to the
‘What is isolation and quarantine and how do I do so safely?’ accordion.  Refer to the ‘Looking after
yourself in quarantine and isolation’ accordion for advice about food and medication access during
isolation and quarantine, what to do in an emergency and how to access medical assistance.

For local assistance, the Shire of Dandaragan's COVID Neighbourhood Heart initiative is still running
and we have a number of people who are available to help those in need.  You can register to get help
with shopping, walking your dog, phone check-ins, or any other assistance you might need as you
isolate or quarantine.  Details are available at the Shire website, on the COVID Neighbourhood Heart
Initiative page where we will link people needing help with those able to help. If you have previously
registered to help, there is no need to reregister unless your details have changed. 

REPORT ANY ISSUE, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

Spotted an issue in your community like graffiti, illegal parking,
dumped rubbish, trip hazards or potholes? Time to get
Snapping!

Snap Send Solve is a free app that simplifies the reporting of
community issues across Australia to local councils and other
authorities

Snap Send Solve makes reporting quick and easy which means
when you see an issue while you’re out, you can let the
responsible authority know. The app also allows you to provide
an image of the issue and its geolocation, all with only a few
taps. To find out more download the Snap Send Solve app today.
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Photo Credit : Kelli Anda

The Shire of Dandaragan’s Draft Path Plan 2022-2023 identifies potential priority upgrades and direction
for improvements to existing and future path routes and new path infrastructure within the Shire of
Dandaragan over the next 10-year period (2022 to 2032).

Once adopted, this document will serve as Council’s endorsed Plan and establishes key directions for
future path infrastructure across all four towns.

Guiding principles of the Plan are:

• Equity – ensuring equitable provision across place and communities to support people to walk and cycle         
more often.

• All ages, all abilities – with the increased aged population anticipated in the shire of Dandaragan,   
 ensuring that the network is suitable for a wide range of ages is essential; and

• Evaluation – monitoring of the network to ensure identification of asset renewal on end-of-life approach

At its July Ordinary Meeting, Council endorsed the advertising of the Draft Path Network Plan 2022-2023
to seek public feedback on the document.

A copy of the Draft Path Network Plan can be downloaded from the Shire’s website or is available for
viewing at the Jurien Bay Administration Centre, and all Shire of Dandaragan libraries.

Comments on the Plan are invited up until 5pm, Friday, 2 September, 2022 and must be emailed to
council@dandaragan.wa.gov.au, or mailed to the CEO, Shire of Dandaragan, PO Box 676, Jurien Bay 6516.

Should you require any clarification on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the Coordinator
Infrastructure Services on cis@dandaragan.wa.gov.au.

DRAFT PATH NETWORK PLAN OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

BLACK SPOT UPGRADE TO INDIAN OCEAN DRIVE AT CERVANTES

Great news from the WA State Government (Sandra Carr MLC) who will be
making our roads safer by fixing black spots on roads in our community, in
the metro area and regional WA, including in Cervantes.

The intersection of Indian Ocean Drive and Cervantes Road will receive an
injection of $1.45 million to modify the left turning lane into Cervantes Road
to increase sight distance for vehicles turning right onto Indian Ocean
Drive.

This project will be delivered by the Western Australian Government and
aims to further improve road safety across the State, reducing the
significant trauma and suffering of crash victims and their loved ones.
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Library and Information Week was first celebrated in 2000 to reflect and build awareness of all types of library
and information services in Australia. Libraries are places of adventure, people who connect with them take a
journey, whether it's in search of specific information, serendipitous browsing through vast collections, or
coming together with others to learn something new. Every year, libraries and information services throughout
Australia showcase their resources and services to their communities, through programs and events. 

The Shire of Dandaragan Libraries offer a range of services, activities and online resources including Better
Beginnings, Rhymetime, Steam, Home School Activities and online services like LibraryCraft ( Minecraft
moderated server). Borrow box and Libby for Audio and E-books, Kanopy and Kids Kanopy for films and Busy
Things showcase a range of educational games to keep the little ones entertained whilst learning.   To see the
full range of activities and resources available visit your local Shire of Dandaragan library or visit our website

 https://www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au/services/community/libraries. 

LIBRARY & INFORMATION WEEK BINGO EVENT AT THE JURIEN BAY LIBRARY.

This week Jurien Bay Library celebrated Library
and Information Week  with an inclusive bingo
event for all ages and abilities. 8 rounds of
bingo including 2 speed bingo rounds were
enjoyed with a yummy morning tea catered by
local Jurien Bay vendor Anastasia Jaeschke
from Ace of Cakes. We had 8 Bingo Champ’s
Regine Henriques, Gemma Harris-Chester, Sue
Robins, Jude Tapsell, Ella and Andrew
Katavatis, Sofia Adamos, Janice Flynn and
Wendy Henriques each winning $30 vouchers
to IGA and Family Affair

A lot of fun was had by the 31 attendees and
interest has been shown for regular monthly
bingo to occur. If you would like to participate,
please contact the Jurien Bay Library on
96520810 to register.
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The Shire of Dandaragan is proud to support this fantastic Online Library Service, accessible with your
library card.

LibraryCraft won the prestigious Library Board of WA Award for Innovation and Collaboration! The
Award promotes innovation and collaboration in the library sector by any person, library or
organisation in Western Australia, and is open to all areas of the library industry, including academic,
public, school and special libraries, as well as to other individuals and organisations that have an
impact on the promotion, provision and support of library services in Western Australia.

Library Craft

LibraryCraft is a free Minecraft Server for
WA players aged 7 to 17. The server is
provided by multiple WA local governments
and is safe, secure and moderated.

There are multiple worlds connected by
portals, to allow for various styles of
gameplay. Enter worlds like Survival Mode,
Creative Mode and Monthly Competitions,
as well as PVP combat, BedWars, and TNT
Run. You will need to purchase your own
copy of Minecraft to play – it is available on
PC, Mac and Linux using Minecraft: Java
Edition. 

For more information and to join, check out
www.librarycraft.net or visit your local
library.

CERVANTES LIBRARY
TEMPORARILY CLOSED FROM

NEXT WEEK

With the resignation of our wonderful
librarian Dianne who has been with us
for many years, from next week, the
Cervantes Library will be closed for four
weeks while we undertake a deep clean,
find our new library superstar, and do
some service planning.  We will take this
opportunity to talk to the local
community to find out how we can re-
open refreshed and better than ever.  We
are aiming to be back ready to go from
the start of September.


