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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Cr Leslee Holmes
Ph. 0408 419 468
Australia's Coral Coast AGM
November started off with a great trip
for me, with the Board of Australia’s
Coral Coast, travelling to Exmouth for
its Annual General Meeting. As we
are part of the Coral Coast, which
stretches from Cervantes to
Exmouth/Ningaloo, I was very
honoured to be asked to join the
Board last year and now have the
opportunity to make sure that our
towns are front and centre in the
discussions regarding tourism. The
Board were taken to Andrew Forrest’s
Tatterang Group’s major development
at the old Exmouth Lighthouse
Caravan Park site. The development
is undoubtedly one of the best I have
seen but with all the constraints of
moving roads, extra light where you
have turtles hatching, environmental
considerations, and much more, I feel
it may be quite some time before the
first stone is turned. We are fortunate
to have the injection of private money
being offered in our communities, but
it always comes at a price and I am
sure Exmouth will do whatever is best
for the community and the
environment.
After two days my associates flew
home, and I ticked off one of my
bucket list experiences by spending
the next 3 nights at Sal Salis on the
Ningaloo Reef. This extraordinary
tented eco resort is among the most
amazing places I have ever stayed.
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The care for the environment and the
carefully managed and laid out
resort, made it an experience of a
lifetime. The reef at South Mandu is
one of the best beaches in the
National Park and the snorkelling
there is quite wonderful being so
close to the shore and so accessible.
There are canoes, stand up paddle
boards and everything for you to use
to heighten the experience of your
stay. All meals are cooked for you
and the bar is open 24 hours a day.
As it was nearing the end of the
season and I was on my own, I
enjoyed a special rate and took
advantage of the twice daily guided
tours to see everything that special
place had to offer. The wind can be
very strong in November but we still
seemed to get everything done. The
staff (mainly couples from all over
the world), were so well trained and
patient that we all felt pampered
beyond our expectations. The
evenings were amazing watching the
sunset before dinner and later lying
in a comfortable king sized bed
listening to the pounding of the
waves on the reef all night. A 5am
climb through Mandu Mandu Gorge
was something I could have lived
without (mainly due to the fact that I
had done it before), and the tough
walk on a riverbed of large stones
put a decent pair of sandals to rest.
It was three days I will never forget,
and I will certainly try to take my
dear husband next year although he
was quite firm that it is not on his
bucket list.
Coastal Adaption Plan
However, all good things must come
to an end and once firmly back
home, and back to work, I took part
in a group meeting regarding the
Coastal Adaptation Plan for Jurien
Bay and Cervantes.

Working in partnership with the
Shire of Gingin, the Departments
of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA), and
Transport, and the Northern
Agriculture Catchments Council
(NACC), this group are committed
to ensuring that Council develops
sound policy and direction around
the future of Jurien Bay and
Cervantes foreshores.
Dandaragan Primary School
I was fortunate to be invited to the
Dandaragan Primary School for
their last assembly of the year
and the opening of their
adventure playground. What a
lovely little school and such
engaged pupils and staff. The
playground is wonderful and I
imagine it will get plenty of use.
Dandaragan punches well above
its weight with community
involvement and well done to the
P & C for such a pleasant
afternoon and the success of their
new playground.
There has been greater than ever
interest in wildflowers this season
and, with our towns, we have a
great offering in that space. Mount
Lesueur, Jurien Bay, and Vern
Westbrook Walk in Badgingarra
seem to be among the most
popular with the tourists and this
year’s season certainly did not
disappoint.

December is looking so very busy
for myself, my Councillors and Shire
staff, that we will all be glad when
we get to Christmas Eve and enjoy
our homes and our families for a few
days. My heart goes out to all of
those who are not able to travel to
see loved ones at this time of year.
I am in the same boat, so I know
just how difficult it is. I think the
future is looking brighter however
and I am hopeful of maybe being
able to see my mob in 2023 when all
the world should be open again.
Meanwhile I wish all of you a very
happy Christmas and a safe and
prosperous New Year. We have a
great bunch of staff working with us
at the Shire of Dandaragan and we
also have some notable movements
so I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome all our new
staff and extend a heartfelt goodbye
to those leaving us.
Vale Lyn Gazeley & Brian
McConnell
Before I close, I would just like to
acknowledge the recent passing of
Vale Lyn Gazeley, a long time and
most popular lady in Cervantes who
will be sadly missed but never
forgotten. My thoughts are also with
family and friends of Rupert (Brian)
McConnell of Dandaragan who
passed away recently as well.

SURVEY TO CONSIDER FUTURE OF JURIEN
HALL NOW CLOSED

Photo Credit: Jurien Bay Community Bulletin Board

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey
providing your thoughts on the future of the Jurien
Hall.
We had an incredible response and are now working
our way through everyone’s responses.
Once we have collated all the responses, the Shire
project team (which includes a heritage consultant and
Council) will invite the community to a meeting to
discuss the options and results of the survey.

KAYLA JONES WINS ENGLISH AWARD
In November 2021, Kayla Jones received
the General English award from Jurien
Bay District High School which was
sponsored by the Shire of Dandaragan.
Kayla had completed all of her assigned
tasks and exams within the expected
time frame, still having time to spare to
help her friends with their work. Kayla
worked hard to complete her tasks and
still received high grades. She is now
working at the Shire of Dandaragan as
receptionist and is very much enjoying it.

NOTICE TO ALL OWNERS AND OR OCCUPIERS OF LAND WITHIN THE
SHIRE OF DANDARAGAN - PROHIBITED BURNING PERIOD
Please be advised, from the 1 November 2021 until the 28 February 2022 inclusive the Shire of Dandaragan will be in
the prohibited burning period. Permits to burn will not be issued, no campfires are allowed unless in compliance with the
Shire's Camping & Cooking Fires Policy, which can be found on the Shire's Website www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au
Fire prevention saves lives, reduces damage to property, livestock, crops and protects the environment. Reducing fire
hazards is the responsibility of each and every one of us. It is not difficult, but to be effective, everyone has to help.
Following simple guidelines as outlined above and in Fire Break & Fuel Hazard Reduction Notice 2021 / 2022 brochure
may help protect your family, property and the community from the devastation of fire.
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BADGINGARRA GETS NEW JAMES GIDDY ART WORK
West Australian artist, James Giddy, has once again
displayed his immense talent following the completion of his
latest mural at Badgingarra.
James' murals can be found throughout Western Australia, in
New South Wales, Queensland, as well as internationally in
India, America, South Africa and Indonesia.
This latest art work addition further enhances this popular
roadside stop where visitors can stop for a break, play a
round of mini golf, or access the playground for the kids to
expend some pent up energy.
Also located nearby is new artwork by Coomberdale artist,
Natalie Tonkin, which is the final sculpture to form part of the
Badgingarra Art Trail that links from the Badgingarra town
centre, through the golf course, all the way to the Vern
Westbrook Walk.
With the Badgingarra Christmas Markets on this weekend
make sure you take a look at both new artworks when in the
area and enjoy all that Badgingarra has to offer.

JURIEN BAY FORESHORE HALF COURT GETS FINAL TOUCHES
Our new foreshore basketball half court and slam dunk ring is now finished and available for use
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PLAN AHEAD AND TAKE CARE - COUNTRY ROAD DRIVING
Rural and remote areas account for 65% of all road fatalities in Australia. Driving on country roads pose
special challenges, including gravel roads and wildlife. It is important that all road users drive according
to the road conditions to ensure the safety of all.
The below poster, issued by the National Road Safety Partnership Program, can assist you with tips
before you travel on rural roads.
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The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 16 December 2021 at the Council Chamber, Jurien
Bay commencing at 4.00pm. Members of the public are welcome and encouranged to attend.

ADMINISTRATION / LIBRARY & VISITORS CENTRE OPENING HOURS
Current opening hours for the Shire of Dandaragan Administration Centre / Library & Visitors Centre
are Monday - Friday from 9am - 4pm. If you would like to meet with a staff member outside of these
opening hours, please call or email to make an appointment.

FESTIVE SEASON OFFICE CLOSURE
Please be advised that the Shire of Dandaragan Administration Centre will be closed from
2.00pm Friday 24 December 2021 and re-opening at 9.00am Tuesday 4 January 2022.
Councillors and staff from the Shire of Dandaragan wish you all a very merry Christmas
and a safe and happy New Year.
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LOCAL SURF SHOP OWNER TAKES OUT SHIRE ART ACQUISITION PRIZE
Local artist and business owner,
Tiges Morton, has taken out the
Shire of Dandaragan Acquisition
Prize at the recent Cervantes Art
Festival for his artwork ‘Spliced –
Wongonderrah Nature Reserve to
Wilbinga’.
The Shire has been a long term
supporter of the Art Festival,
contributing funding to the
Acquisition Prize, in addition to
providing a grant to assist the
Cervantes Cultural Committee run
this fantastic event that attracts
artists from around the state.
In addition, to the Acquisition
Prize, Tiges also took out the
Bendigo Bank Local Resident
Award for the same artwork.

Photo Credit: Deb Morton

Congratulations to Tiges and all
artists who submitted and
displayed their art in the Festival,
and also to the Coordinators of
the event.

START TO SUMMER STREET SWEEPING
The Shire advises it has engaged
contractor, ISweep, to once again
commence the pre-summer street sweep
of all four Shire town sites from Monday
29 November 2021.
These works are expected to take around
two weeks to complete and while some
airborne dust is to be expected this will be
kept to a minimum.

DATE TO BE ADVISED
Please keep an eye on Shire Website and Facebook
for the publication date of The Annual General
Meeting of Electors which is normally held in January.
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WHATS NEW AT THE LIBRARY?
Jurien Bay Library is fortunate to be one of 3 Libraries in the state to be selected to participate in the State
Library of WA’s Stem Kit Trial.
We are fortunate to have many new resources, educational games, and coding robots on loan until the end
of January. We will be running several STEM KIT activities over the school holidays, so pop in and check
out the amazing bee-bots and code-a-pillars and keep a look out for the STEM Kit session times.

TOURNAMENT OF GAMES
You may of seen and been lucky enough to play with some of our Giant Games in the Jurien Bay and
Cervantes Libraries in the last few months. We will be running a tournament of games at Jurien Bay Library
over the School holidays for people of all ages to participate. Make sure to secure your place by registering
your interest at the Jurien Bay Library.

Check out the Shires website “ What’s on at the Library” page for all the latest information and activities at
all of our Shire Libraries.
https://www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au/services/community/libraries/whats-on-at-the-library.aspx
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