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JURIEN BAY LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
After talking with our library users and the general public, we will be opening the
Jurien Bay Library on weekends over the summer school holidays.
The library will be open 9am til 1pm Saturdays and Sundays (except public
holidays) for the whole of these school holidays for basic library services. We hope
you enjoy these additional hours of reading and down time. We offer free WiFi in the
library for library visitors - get the password from staff.
We would also like to welcome Veronica Maher who has started with the Shire as
our new Community Services Officer (Library) at Jurien Bay Library. Veronica, who
is a new Cervantes resident, brings with her a wealth of knowledge and experience,
so say hello and introduce yourself when you are next in the library and keep your
eye out for some new changes we are making to make the library a great place to
visit.
See you in the library.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Cr Leslee Holmes
Ph. 0408 419 468
When I sat down to write my report
today I found it impossible to share
my happy family experiences of
Christmas and New Year with all the
devastation and disaster going on
around our beautiful country. I will
save all that for another time and
focus now on what is happening to
so many Australians and the sadness
and vulnerability that many are
suffering at this most critical time.
The harrowing photos of the poor
wildlife and the affect it has had on
them will never leave us. This will
form part of our history for future
generations and our responses to the
disaster is what our generation will
be judged on.
Seeing the funeral of one of the
valiant firefighters this morning is so
heartbreaking, we cannot stop
thinking of all of these brave people
who put their lives on the line for us.
Celebrities all over the world have
jumped on board with pledges of
money and assistance and we hope
that all this money gets to where it is
needed the most, to the people who
have lost everything. It is amazing to
hear these brave souls speak about
rebuilding their communities. This is
what makes Australia the great
country it is today.
For the Climate Change warriors it is
an event that proves everything they
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believe in and even though it is clear
we need to do a lot better in looking
after our planet we also have to
acknowledge that 183 people have
been arrested for arson this bushfire
season. This is a catastrophe in its
own terms that people would wantonly
cause this death and destruction.

reflect how the people were
adjusting to sea-level rises and the
necessary movement of coastal
clans inland.

Clearly there needs to be education
on the effects of this behaviour
starting in schools if we are to be able
to stop this occurring each year.

Firefighting is a year long effort as it
also encompasses so much work
behind the scenes. Our Chief
Bushfire Control Officer, Richard
Brown, and the Shire’s Emergency
Services Coordinator, Shane Elliss,
are progressing planning and
mitigation activities in partnership
with key State Agencies. The
process is underway to map out the
next 3 years of mitigation burning to
continue to reduce the risks from
major bushfires.

Whichever side of the Climate change
debate you are on it is clear we need
to look closely at the way we live and
do so much better. The politics around
the origins of climate change will
continue but the reality is that our
communities are hotter, drier and
more susceptible to extreme weather
events. Caring for our environment
and taking proactive steps has never
been more important and we all have
a role to play.
We are also, grudgingly in some
places, accepting the knowledge of
the first Australians in caring for this
unique environment that we live it. I
am currently reading a book called
Dark Emu which is now, at last, being
acknowledged as very important
historical data that had previously
been hidden from history for obvious
reasons. This book puts forward the
truth of how the country was managed
in a sophisticated way with fire
mitigation strategies, firestick farming,
and small scale burning and forest
management at the core of the
Aboriginal way of life. I urge you to
read this amazing book to see where
we have gone so wrong and how we
can learn to manage the future.
In 2016 researchers at Rosemary
Island in the Dampier Archipelago
established the age of a stone building
at 9000 years. It was built at the end
of the last Ice Age and is said to
.

We are certainly not the first people
to be battling the effects of rising
sea levels.

Recent mitigation burns were
undertaken at Alta Mare in
conjunction with DBCA, and
Badgingarra Town Site managed by
DFES jointly resourced with
Volunteer Brigades from the Shire
of Dandaragan and also Volunteer
Brigades from the Geraldton region.
The Wongonderrah Road Reserve
burn was managed by the Shire and
jointly resourced with DBCA and
Shire of Dandaragan Volunteer
Brigades.

Mitigation burning reduces fuel loads in a sustainable manner and increases the effectiveness of our local firebreak
network but weather events such as those experienced over east demonstrate that you must be prepared with your own
bushfire plan to stay safe.
My thoughts go out to all those affected by bushfires this summer and I wish those communities all the best as our own
amazing volunteer brigades have responded to over 12 fires this season locally and in neighbouring Shires. The Shire of
Dandaragan also contributed a significant number of volunteer fire fighters and fire appliances to assist our neighbouring
Shire of Victoria Plains during the recent fire that started near Mogumber. Their bravery and willingness to defend our
communities from the impacts of fire can’t be praised enough and I thank all our local emergency services for their efforts
in keeping us safe.

TURQUOISE WAY PATH
Jurien Bay is fortunate to feature the 14 kilometre sealed Turquoise Way Path that can be safely used by families. The path is
suitable for walking, running / jogging, cycling, prams, non-motorised scooters and users of all ages.
The pathway stretches along the coast from the Jurien Bay Marina to the mouth of the Hill River. The path passes the Jurien
Bay Jetty and playground, Dobbyn Park & Fauntleroy Park foreshore and offers spectacular views of the coast.
The use of motorised vehicles on this pathway is strictly prohibited for public safety. The pathway is monitored by the Shire
and offenders will be fined.
So to avoid an infringement of $300, park your car and enjoy the tranquil coastal environment with family and friends.

ASTROTOURISM BUSINESS INFORMATION EVENING
Are you a business looking to expand your
services or add value to your customers?
The Shire of Dandaragan are working with
Stargazers WA to host an evening of information
and learning about the benefits of adding an
Astro-tourism experience to your tourism or
hospitality offering.
Hear how you can enjoy the benefits of Star
Gazing for your guests from your own premises.
Learn how to conduct Star-gazing tours from
iconic sites around the Shire.
The Shire of Dandaragan is perfectly located just
two hours from Perth with perfect dark skies that
provide spectacular photo opportunities not seen
anywhere else.
The Astrotourism Information evening will be
held on 26 February 2020 from 6:30pm. To
register, email edm@dandaragan.wa.gov.au.
The event location will be provided upon
registration.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ELECTORS
The Shire of Dandaragan Annual Meeting of Electors will be held at the Dandaragan Community Recreation Club,
Dandaragan on Thursday 23 January 2020 at 6pm.
Copies of the Annual Report will be available prior to the meeting on the Shire’s website www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au
and at the Council Administration Building, 69 Bashford Street, Jurien Bay from 20 December 2019.
Electors are invited to raise items of general business to be discussed. To allow matters to be researched and answered,
items to be raised can be lodged in writing to the CEO by Friday, 16 January 2020.
Items on Agenda
1. Annual Report 2018/2019
2. General Business
Brent Bailey
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

AWARDS CEREMONY FOR 2019 CITIZEN & YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
The Awards Ceremony will be held at the Jurien Bay Sport & Recreation Centre on Tuesday 11 February 2020 commencing at
7.00pm. RSVP Monday 3 February 2020 either by phoning Robyn Headland on 9652 0800 or email council@dandaragan.wa.gov

Photo: 2018 Citizen / Young Citizen of Year Winners & Nominees / Distinguished Guests: L-R Rebecca Tomkinson, (Guest Speaker) Glen Auzins, Kayla Thomas,
Dashell Normington, Jack Brooks, Shane Love MLA (Member for Moore), Leslee Holmes (Shire President), George Mostert (Citizen of Year Winner), Tamarin
Noble (Young Citizen of Year Winner), Raelene Hurst, Emma Hancock, Gillian McPherson, Mac Hewlett, Neave Mayhew, Aubrey Panizza and Isabell Chambers

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
TOURISM CUSTOMER SERVICE OFFICER
The Shire of Dandaragan is seeking applications for a Tourism Customer Service Officer for an immediate start located in
Jurien Bay.
The successful applicant will have demonstrated experience providing prompt, friendly, courteous and professional service in a
similar environment.
The position is responsible for providing visitors to our region with the necessary advice and assistance to ensure they are well
informed to experience all that our region has to offer.
For more information on the position an Information Package is available via our website at
www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au/employment or by contacting Gemma Richardson on 9652 0800 or via email to
hr@dandaragan.wa.gov.au.
Applications close at 5.00pm on Sunday 2 February 2020.
The Shire of Dandaragan is an equal opportunity employer.
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PROPOSED CAMPING AND COOKING FIRES POLICY
The Shire of Dandaragan has developed a draft Camping and Cooking Fires Policy to provide guidance for when
a camping or cooking fire may be lit within the Shire. The policy’s primary focus is to permit the responsible use of
contained cooking fires such as pizza ovens, charcoal BBQ’s, smokers and similar devices within the restricted
and prohibited burning periods. At present, under the existing Shire of Dandaragan Fire Break and Fuel Hazard
Reduction Notice 2019/2020, the use of these implements is prohibited during the months of November through
until February.
This draft policy was developed with support from the Shire’s Fire Control Officers and acknowledges that when
carried out in a responsible manner in suitable weather conditions, outdoor cooking at a property owner’s place of
residence is a desirable and legitimate part of everyday living.
Council is seeking to gauge community sentiment with respect to this relaxation of current practice.
Please note that this policy is in draft format and no changes to the current Shire of Dandaragan Fire Break and
Fuel Hazard Reduction Notice 2019/2020 come into effect until a policy is adopted by Council in its final version.
You can view the draft policy and other relevant associated documentation by visiting the Shire of Dandaragan’s
website at www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au
All public submissions can be forwarded via email to council@dandaragan.wa.gov.au or via post, addressed to the
Community Emergency Services Coordinator, Shire of Dandaragan, PO Box 676, Jurien Bay WA 6516 by 5.00pm
on Friday 13 March 2020.
Brent Bailey
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Happy New Year to everyone. We hope you all enjoyed this joyous time with your families and friends.
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