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SHIRE OF DANDARAGAN COMMUNITY GRANT GUIDELINES

The Shire of Dandaragan Community Grants Program objective is to provide funds to community based organisations and individuals, to support the promotion and development of social, economic, recreational, art and cultural benefits for the residents of the Shire of Dandaragan.


CONDITIONS OF APPLICATION	

· Applications will generally open in April and close in May. A Shire of Dandaragan officer will work with applicants to ensure that applications are complete. Applications will initially be assessed by the panel with recommendations to Council generally no later than June of each year. 

· Applications will be accepted by mail at Shire of Dandaragan Administration Centre, PO Box 676, Jurien Bay WA 6516 or by email to council@dandaragan.wa.gov.au. Applications should be marked “Community Grants Program”.

· Applicants must be an incorporated association to be eligible for funding and include the following documentation:
· Completed community grants application form
· Current financial statements (from the last 30 days), prepared in accordance with the applicable tier level under the Associations Incorporation Act 2015.
· A letter of support from supporting organisations (if applicable)
· Quote or sufficient evidence to support the value of budgeted expenditure items as outlined in application.

INELEGIBILITY

Funding will be deemed ineligible for the following:

· applications submitted late;
· applications that are eligible for the Shire of Dandaragan / Tronox Management Fund or CSRFF (or similar) state government infrastructure grant programme; 
· political organisations or events; 
· commercial enterprises; 
· any activity or project already underway or completed; 
· events or activities that are the responsibility of another level of government; 
· for the openings or celebration of new community groups or premises; 
· for applicants seeking to host an event for the specific purpose of raising funds for re-distribution to other non-profit community groups/clubs or charitable causes (sponsorship and/or prizes); 
· applications for any activity deemed to be a component of a wider project that will ultimately result in a durable item; 
· individuals;  
· unincorporated community organisations;





FUNDING OBJECTIVES 

Applications must meet the following criteria, with funding available for community-based events, projects, or initiatives that:
· Promote and celebrate community spirit, connection, and resilience. This may include events, projects, or initiatives that highlight the value of creative and cultural arts.
· Support and promote the region to increase visitation to the Shire of Dandaragan, contributing to positive economic outcomes.
· Enhance the environment and our liveability within it.
· Strengthen governance and forward planning for incorporated associations based in the Shire of Dandaragan to help them achieve their objectives.
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
· The application addresses at least one funding objective. Applications that address more than one funding objective will be scored higher. 
· The application demonstrates community involvement in the design and implementation or delivery of the event/projects/initiatives. 
· The application demonstrates a genuine community need.
· The applicant provides evidence that the project or activity can be delivered and demonstrates value for money.  
· The applicant demonstrates that they will contribute cash and/or in-kind support to the level that would be expected for the event/activity/initiative being proposed. In addition, if applicable, the applicant demonstrates that funding support, cash or in kind, from corporate sponsors or grant programmes from other agencies has been secured or sought.  
 
In establishing the grant recipient recommendations to Council, the panel will consider the final assessment criteria rating for each application but may also consider the following factors:
 
· Repeat events, projects and initiatives that have been funded in previous years  
· Multiple applications from a single applicant  
· Ineligible applications that the panel considers worthy of funding  
· Any other factor that the panel may consider relevant  

CONDITIONS OF GRANT 
1. Grant funds cannot be used to cover expenses incurred before the funding is approved.   
2. Successful applicants will be notified of the approved grant amount, its intended purpose, and any associated conditions.
3. Unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing. 
4. The Shire of Dandaragan must be acknowledged as contributing to the funded event, project, or initiative. To assist in this, successful applicants will be provided with the Shire’s logo. Applicants will also have access to Shire banners where appropriate and available. Applicants will be required to provide evidence of how the Shire was acknowledged in the acquittal.
5. The Shire will assist with the promotion of the activity which has been funded through the grants program but should not be the sole promotional strategy. 
6. If grant funds are not used as outlined in the approved application, or if no approval to vary the funding use has been granted, the funds must be repaid.
7. The maximum annual grant payable under this policy will be $2,500. If a group submits multiple grant applications, the group must prioritise their applications.
8. All grant recipients are required to expend and acquit their grant within the financial year of being notified of the outcome of their application. Applicants will be required to provide evidence as to how the funds were used.
9. Applicants will still be eligible for future grant rounds if a project is incomplete by 30 June, provided they submit clear evidence that the project is substantially finished or will be completed soon after the financial year ends. 

By making an application, each applicant acknowledges its acceptance of these Guidelines. 

If you require assistance with the guidelines or need help with your grant application, please contact the Community Development Team at 9652 0800 or alternatively via email at council@dandaragan.wa.gov.au. 
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